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UAL Captain, Jean Forni digs her way to the EAA 932 chapter hangar a few days after 

ɁÚÕÖÞÔÈÎÌËËÖÕɯƖƔƕƕȳɂɯ.ÒÈàȮɯÛÏÌɯÛÙÈÊÛÖÙɯÛÐÙÌÚɯÎÐÝÌɯÐÛɯÈÞÈàɭ it was really Erick 

Donker who dug us out. Thanks Erick! Photograph totally staged by Eric Rehm.  
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 Galt Airport, Greenwood, IL (10C)  Chapter 932 

Editorõs Note 
I hope you are sitting very com-

ÍÖÙÛÈÉÓàɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÐÛɀÚɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÈÒÌɯàÖÜɯ

quite a while to get through the news-

letter this month!   

A lot happened in February, as 

you will find out in the following 

×ÈÎÌÚɯÈÕËɯ(ɀËɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÖɯÚÐÕÊÌÙÌÓàɯÛÏÈÕÒɯ

everyone who generously contributes 

their valuable time to writing and 

photographing for this newsletter 

each month. You all help to make this 

publication one of the most interest-

ing and exciting EAA chapter news-

letters around. 

By the way, you may want to 

have some aspirin handy too because 

(ɯ ×ÙÖÔÐÚÌɯ àÖÜɯ !ÙÐÈÕɀÚɯ ×ÜááÓÌɯ ÞÐÓÓɯ

make your head hurt.  

Beth Rehm, PMP 

Editor  

written private pilot test online and 

more recently offered Young Eagles a 

free EAA student membership until 

their eighteenth birthday and even a 

voucher for their first flight lesson. 

These are undoubtedly fantastic bene-

fits but I thought we could do more.  

During our Young Eagles rallies, 

we have met several youngsters who 

are passionate about flying and even 

some teens who are seriously consid-

ering a career in aviation.  Most of 

ÛÏÌÚÌɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯËÖÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÈÕàɯÍÈÔÐÓàɯ

association with aviation or the finan-

cial means to take their interest fur-

By Beth Rehm, Editor  

 

Since 1992 the EAA Young Eagles 

program has introduced more than 

1.6 million youngsters to aviation 

through a free flight in a general avia-

tion airplane. Chapter 932 has been 

involved in the program since its in-

ception and to date we have proudly 

flown almost 1500 Young Eagles at 

Galt Airport.  

But what happens after the flight? 

6ÐÛÏɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯ ÖÍɯ 2×ÖÙÛàɀÚɯ /ÐÓÖÛɯ

Shop, the EAA created an opportu-

nity for Young Eagles to study for the 

Chapter Partners with High School 

Continued on page 2.  

ther. 

I wanted to find a way to connect 

with the youngsters who were in-

spired by their Young Eagles flight 

and develop an ongoing relationship 

between them, their parents, the 

chapter and Galt Airport.  So I started 

thinking about what we could do 

with the kids to help them develop 

their interest and keep them coming 

back to the airport on a regular basis.  

With the help of my fellow chap-

ter members and friends at Galt Air-

port we came up with quite a few 
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ideas that would be suitable and fun 

activities for youngsters. Some of the 

initial ideas we came up with were 

building model rockets, sending a 

camera to the edge of space attached 

to a weather balloon, building/flying 

model airplanes, and other things of 

that nature.  

The youngsters I approached 

with the idea were very keen to par-

ticipate but we were struggling with 

finding a way to get the kids to the 

airport on a regular basis and support 

their activities with a very limited 

volunteer staff.  

John Andrew Wallis (nicknamed 

Ɂ)ÌÛɂɯÉàɯÏÐÚɯÍÙÐÌÕËÚȺɯÞÈÚɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

kids I talked to about the idea because 

I knew he was crazy about planes. 

John Andrew is a 15-year old sopho-

more who is desperate to get his pi-

lot's license and plans to join the Air 

Force after High School. He was the 

one who came up with the brilliant 

idea of starting the club at his school 

and utilizing the after -school club 

structure they already have in place. 

This solution solved a lot of issues for 

the chapter and I think it is a much 

better approach than how I had ini-

tially perceived the idea.  

One of the most exciting advan-

tages to this concept is that it brings 

aviation out into the community and 

that is one of the things that myself 

and many other chapter members 

think we should be doing. Instead of 

the challenge of persuading people to 

come to the airport, we are bringing 

aviation to them right where they go 

to school. I really love this idea! I 

think we already have more interest 

in the one high school than we would 

have received from a widespread, 

unrelated group of Young Eagles.  

Another great thing about a 

school aviation club is that every year 

they get a new batch of students that 

are prospective new club members!  

It was evident from our very first 

meeting with Principal Brian 

McAdow earlier this year that he is 

as excited about this partnership and 

opportunity for his students as we 

are. Principal McAdow even volun-

ÛÌÌÙÌËɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÛÏÌɯÊÓÜÉɀÚɯÍÈÊÜÓÛàɯÈËÝÐÚÖÙȭɯ

Over the past few months John An-

drew and Principal McAdow have 

been drumming up interest at the 

school and getting students to sign up 

for the club, and so far we have a list 

of about twenty five members.  

In another very lucky break for 

ÛÏÌɯÊÏÈ×ÛÌÙȮɯ)ÖÏÕɯ ÕËÙÌÞɀÚɯËÈËȮɯ#ÈÕɯ

Wallis, jumped into the role of Club 

Coordinator and hit the ground run-

ning! We really needed someone with 

high energy and great leadership 

skills to direct this initiative and we 

certainly got that in Dan. Since joining 

the chapter last year, Dan has been an 

active and interested member flying 

young eagles and contributing nu-

merous ideas for the development of 

the chapter. Dan has been very busy 

producing publicity materials for the 

club, liaising with the school and initi-

ating an ambitious fundraising cam-

paign!  

The chapter is looking for funding 

for two different aspects of the avia-

tion club. The first is for supplies for 

the practical activities, such as model 

airplane kits, tools and radio control 

equipment. Another area where we 

need financial support is for EAA Air 

Academy and flight training scholar-

ships. We would love to send each of 

the club members to the EAA Air 

Academy at least once but at an aver-

age cost of $800 per person that 

would cost $20,000 for the first 25 

youngsters!  

It would be great to offer flight 

training scholarships to deserving 

young men and women who have the  

ËÌÚÐÙÌɯÛÖɯÌÈÙÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ×ÙÐÝÈÛÌɯ×ÐÓÖÛɀÚɯÓÐɪ

cense but lack the financial means to 

support their dream. We know that 

not all our high school club members 

want to become pilots, but for those 

that do, we would like to ensure that 

lack of financial resources is not a bar-

rier to them.  

Lucky for us, Dan thinks big and 

Continued from page 1.  

Some members and volunteers of the EAA Aviation Club pose for a group 

photo in the gym at Woodstock North High School. Left to right; Dan Wallis 

(EAA Aviation Club Coordinator), Justin Thuma, Brian Spiro (Director of 

Maintenance, Galt Airport), Thomas Schwartz, Myles Stevens, Cheyanne 

Knoll, Ross Kohler, Leanna Stembaugh, Tyler Basaran, Sarah Singer, John An-

drew Wallis, Brian McAdow (Principal).  

Continued on page 3.  
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attempting to raise this much cash 

ËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÍÈáÌɯÏÐÔɯÈÛɯÈÓÓȭɯ'ÌɯÏÈÚɯÈÓÙÌÈËàɯ

sent letters to 215 businesses and indi-

viduals with a connection to aviation 

who might be willing to support our 

program.  

Within a week he received the 

first donation of $500 from Galt Air-

×ÖÙÛɯÛÌÕÈÕÛȮɯ2ÊÖÛÛɯ!ÙÌÌËÌÕȭɯ6ÌɯÊÈÕɀÛɯ

thank Scott enough for his generosity. 

I am certain that many more dona-

tions will follow.  

In addition to the help we receive 

from our benefactors and volunteers, 

ÞÌɯÊÌÙÛÈÐÕÓàɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯËÖɯÛÏÐÚɯÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯ

the wonderful support we get from 

our good friends at Galt Airport, 

Justin Cleland, Airport Manager/

Chief Flight Instructor and Brian 

Spiro, Director of Maintenance. They 

have been huge backers  of this pro-

gram since we first started talking 

about it early last year and they have 

been closely involved in the planning 

stages.  

We have also received much en-

couragement from EAA President 

and CEO, Rod Hightower. Rod  is ex-

cited about this groundbreaking ini-

tiative and he was kind enough to 

ÚÜÎÎÌÚÛɯÛÏÈÛɯɁÛÏÐÚɯÊÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯÈɯÔÖËÌÓɯÖÍɯ

the future that can help us create the 

ÕÌßÛɯÎÌÕÌÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÈÝÐÈÛÖÙÚȭɂɯ3ÏÈÛɯÐÚɯ

more than we could hope for, but 

with Dan at the controls, anything is 

possible. 

This is a completely new venture 

for this chapter, and may even be the 

first partnership of its kind for any 

EAA chapter, and we are working it 

out as we go along. If the program at 

Woodstock North is a success, we 

would certainly be interested in ex-

panding the program to additional 

high schools as long as we have the 

volunteers and the budget to sustain 

multiple locations close to Galt Air-

port. We will also be happy to share 

our experience with other chapters 

and help them to develop similar pro-

grams with their local high schools.  

Club Schedule  
The students will meet at the 

school every other Wednesday at 3:30 

starting March 2nd. We need volun-

teers to assist with the school activi-

ties so if you are retired, or have a job 

where you are available during the 

week we would love you to get in-

volved in the activities at the school. 

During the summer we will arrange 

events at the airport on weekends and 

we will need additional volunteers to 

assist with these activities.  

On Saturday, March 12 at 10:00 

a.m. there will be a planning meeting 

at the Galt FBO to decide on the ac-

tivities for 2011. Everyone is welcome 

to contribute their ideas.  

We plan on having the students 

out to the airport for Young Eagles 

flights on March 19 th so if you are in-

terested in assisting with their flights, 

×ÓÌÈÚÌɯÓÌÛɯ#ÈÕɯÒÕÖÞȭɯ(ÍɯàÖÜɀËɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÖɯ

help, you can reach Dan at aviation-

club@eaa932.org. 

Continued from page 2.  

Woodstock North High School, 3000 Raffel Road, Woodstock, happens to be 

conveniently located less than 10 minutes from the airport, which makes it 

ideal for this program.  

We have developed a new page on our 

web site for the Woodstock North 

High School EAA Aviation Club.  

mailto:aviationclub@eaa932.org
mailto:aviationclub@eaa932.org
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craft. If your aircraft has no electrical 

system this could be a law that would 

stop you from flying in this area.  

Before you do get worried about 

faceless Congressman attacking your 

right to fly, there are a lot of sausage 

making steps to go through. The leg-

islation must go next to the Senate. 

The Senate bill is SB-223.  Even then 

there may be some back and forth. 

Lobbying groups such as AOPA, 

EAA, NBAA, the air-

lines, etc. will also be-

come involved and so 

should you.  This is our 

chance to be heard. If 

you feel compelled to 

offer an opinion contact 

your US Senator and 

your Representative to 

the House. Let them 

know your feelings on 

this. Let your alphabet 

group know as well. 

They too will want sup-

port to go represent 

their members.  

 

Below are some links to 

additional resources on the FAA Re-

authorization bills:  

 
http://republicans.transportation.house.gov/

Media/file/112th/Aviation/

HR_658_FAA_Reauthorization.pdf  

 

h t tp: / / t ranspor ta t ion.house.gov /News/

PRArticle.aspx?NewsID=1085  

 

h t t p : / / h d l . l o c . g o v / l o c . u s c o n g r e s s /

legislation.112s223 

 

Scott Migaldi has been a tenant at Galt 

for almost five years. He is a commer-

cially rated IFR pilot and owns and flies a 

1980 Piper Warrior (N8116B). He can be 

contacted at N8116B@gmail.com. 

Make no mistake, as aviators we 

have our special interest to protect as 

well. In this budget cycle there is an 

interesting development in the FAA 

Funding Bill  (H.R. 648) that could 

affect us in the near future.  

The House Committee on Avia-

tion is looking to push for air traffic 

modernization services. The proposal 

in the bill would require, by 2020, eq-

uipage of Automatic Dependent Sur-

veillance-Broadcast (ADS-B) by air-

craft operating in high capacity air-

space. That would be airspace similar 

to what we fly in here in the Chicago 

area.  

ADS-B is a pretty neat technology 

and has been operating in several ar-

eas of the US. It is a technology that 

utilizes satellite, aircraft transmission, 

and other signals so that aircraft can 

have a display of other aircraft 

around them on a cockpit display.  

This could mean that if you 

wanted to fly in 2020 with your cur-

rent airplane you would have to in-

vest in an ADS-B system for your air-

By Scott Migaldi, Aircraft Owners 

and Pilots Association, ASN Volun-

teer (10C) 

 

Keeping an eye on not only the 

local political issues that may affect 

our flying but also the national issues 

is one of the responsibilities for each 

of us.  

As your ASN volunteer, to assist 

my fellow pilots with knowing what 

is happening, it is also 

my pleasure to be able 

to report on good and 

sometimes bad things 

that may be happening. 

This month I want to 

focus on a little sausage 

making issue that could 

affect us in the near 

future.  

In Washington D.C. 

it is not only getting 

very near the time of 

the cherry blossoms it is 

also federal budget 

time. The largest branch 

of government is the 

Executive Branch. They 

have the responsibility 

to supervise and implement the laws 

that the Legislative Branch creates. 

During budget time the Executive 

branch submits a draft budget to Con-

gress on what they feel they need in 

funding to meet those legislative 

goals.  

Congress will review that draft 

and compare it to one they have also 

drafted. In an ideal world they will 

work together, harmoniously, to 

achieve a budget that meets the needs 

of the citizens. But we know this is 

not an ideal world, there will be po-

litical posturing, special interests, lob-

bying, pork, etc.  

Airport Support Network News 

Image courtesy of ADS-B Technologies, LLC. 

http://republicans.transportation.house.gov/Media/file/112th/Aviation/HR_658_FAA_Reauthorization.pdf
http://republicans.transportation.house.gov/Media/file/112th/Aviation/HR_658_FAA_Reauthorization.pdf
http://republicans.transportation.house.gov/Media/file/112th/Aviation/HR_658_FAA_Reauthorization.pdf
http://transportation.house.gov/News/PRArticle.aspx?NewsID=1085
http://transportation.house.gov/News/PRArticle.aspx?NewsID=1085
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.uscongress/legislation.112s223
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.uscongress/legislation.112s223
mailto:N8116B@gmail.com
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 A monthly report from Justin Cle-

land, Airport Manager, Galt Airport.  

 

FBO Offers Online 

Scheduling  
 

We are very excited to announce 

that our flight school is now up and 

running with online scheduling!  

Whether you are a flight student 

or aircraft renter, you are now able to 

log in, check the flight schedule, and 

reserve an airplane, all via your com-

puter or smart phone.  We hope this 

makes scheduling an airplane for 

rental or instruction much more con-

venient for everyone. 

Besides being more convenient, 

online scheduling also gives all of us 

the opportunity to keep track of cur-

rency items, such as:  flight review, 

medical, and 90 day takeoff and land-

ing currency.  We all know how easy 

it can be to lose track of these.  Our 

new system will not only keep an eye 

on it for you, but it will also remind 

you when it's time to regain your cur-

rency. 

To set up a new account in our 

system, we will need you to bring a 

few things the next time you come to 

fly:  your current medical, flight re-

view sign -off, and pilot's license.  

After we get your information 

populated into the system, we will set 

you up with a user ID and password, 

and then walk you through how to 

schedule your next flight.  So far 

we've found it to be extremely easy to 

use and, since it's web-based, ex-

tremely easy to access from almost 

anywhere.  As always, if you have 

any questions please don't hesitate to 

ask. 

The End of an Era 
 

We had a very sad day at the air-

port last week.  Unfortunately, we 

were forced to remove the wood 

burning stove from the FBO.   

After our last insurance audit, we 

were informed that they were simply 

no longer able to insure a building 

with an open flame, especially one 

attached to a row of hangars full of 

airplanes.   

I kicked, I screamed, I held my 

breath.... but in the end the insurance 

company wouldn't budge.  I can't tell 

you how disappointed I am to have to 

tell you this.   

Honestly, it's hard to believe how 

attached I had grown to that thing, I 

think we have all logged some time in 

front of it!   

We ARE going to get an electric 

stove immediately to put in the same 

spot.  Although it won't be exactly the 

same, it will still be  a great place to 

Airport Technicalities 

warm up and relax.  We hope you 

understand our dilemma, and we will 

do everything we can to keep the 

warm atmosphere of our FBO as good 

as ever. 

 

Rob Saves Airport  
 

It goes without saying that the 

blizzard that hit us at the beginning of 

February was ridiculous.   

Under normal circumstances, our 

truck and small tractor are more than 

enough to get our airport free of snow 

and running again within a day.  But 

this time, after three straight days of 

plowing, it was becoming clear that 

our equipment simply wasn't big 

enough to get the job done.   

Just as we were ready to give up, 

Rob Plane, one of Galt's hangar ten-

ants (and my new hero) showed up in 

the biggest John Deere tractor I have 

ever seen.  To say it was a sight for 

The old wood-burning stove is gone. Photograph by Justin Cleland. 

Continued on page 7.  
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A monthly puzzle from Brian Spiro, 

Director of Aircraft Maintenance, 

Galt Airport.  

This month Brian wants you to 

practice your weight and balance  

expertise. If you can figure out how 

many yellow circles are needed to 

balance airplane #3, you will be in 

with a chance to win a free Galt Air-

port baseball cap. As usual, the win-

ner will be randomly selected from 

the correct answers that Brian re-

ceives. 

Brian is feeling particularly gener-

ous this month and is offering an ad-

ditional baseball cap to the FIRST per-

son who can identify the airplane in 

the puzzle.  

Please send your best guesses to 

Brian Spiro via email at mainte-

nance@onezerocharlie.com before 

3/25/2011.  

 ÕÚÞÌÙɯÛÖɯÓÈÚÛɯÔÖÕÛÏɀÚɯ×ÜááÓÌȯɯ

In February Brian asked if you could 

identify the type of aircraft that EAA 

Chapter 932 Secretary, Mike Evans, 

was sitting in. The airplane in the 

photograph is a Boeing 747-2 cargo 

plane that was at one time part of the 

Korean Air fleet.  

The winner (randomly selected 

from all of the correct answers Brian 

received) is Tom Solar, and he wins a 

Galt Airport winter hat (still plenty of 

cold weather left to make use of that). 

We would like to give an 

ɁÏÖÕÖÙÈÉÓÌɯÔÌÕÛÐÖÕɂɯÛÖɯJeff Hill Sr. 

for sending in the longest and most 

detailed answer, complete with pic-

tures. Jeff thought it might be former 

TWA B 747-131, in which he logged 

over 5,000 hours in the left seat. 

We truly appreciate Jeff sharing 

his memories from his career with 

Brianõs Brainteaser 

TWA. Here is an extract from what 

Jeff sent us.  

Ɂ36 ɯ ÐÕÈÜÎÜÙÈÛÌËɯ !ÖÌÐÕÎɯ ƛƘƛ-

131 service on February 25, 1970 be-

tween Los Angeles and New York 

(JFK). This was followed by the first 

TWA 747 international service on 

March 18, 1970 from JFK to LHR.  

N93102 (msn 19668) was the first 747 

to be accepted by TWA on December 

31, 1969.  

The 747 cockpit, at least on the 

three crewmember airplanes (one, 

two and three hundred series) with a 

ÍÓÐÎÏÛɯÌÕÎÐÕÌÌÙɀÚɯÚÛÈÛÐÖÕȮɯÞÈÚɯÕÖÛɯ×ÈÙɪ

Continued on page 7.  

mailto:maintenance@onezerocharlie.com?subject=Brian's%20Brainteaser
mailto:maintenance@onezerocharlie.com?subject=Brian's%20Brainteaser


sore eyes is the understatement of the 

century.    

Within minutes, Rob was moving 

piles of snow that had taken us hours 

with our equipment.   The taxiway 

opened up, the runway cleared off, 

and it started to look like we could 

actually fly again before summer!  

Later that day, I learned Rob had 

ÈÊÛÜÈÓÓàɯÞÖÙÒÌËɯÏÐÚɯɁÙÌÈÓɂɯÑÖÉɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯ

way through the previous night and, 

on no sleep, decided volunteering to 

work another 8 hours at Galt was 

more important than going home to 

bed.  Unbelievable.   Without ques-

tion, the airport would have remained 

closed for the next week without his 

help.  

Rob, we can't possibly thank you 

enough. 

(ÛɀÚɯÈÔÈáÐÕÎɯÞÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÊÈÕɯËÖɯÞÐÛÏɯƗƔƔÏ×ȭɯ1ÖÉɯ/ÓÈÕÌɯÛÈÊÒÓÌÚɯɁÚÕÖÞÔÈÎÎÌËÖÕɂɯ

at Galt Airport in February. Photograph by Capt. Eric Rehm.  

Continued from page 5.  
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ticularly roomy as one might expect, 

as the fuselage narrows so much at 

ÛÏÌɯÛÖ×ȭɯɯ(ÛɯÞÈÚɯÔÜÊÏɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÌɯƛƔƛɀÚȮɯ

only longer.  The windows were fairly 

ÓÈÙÎÌȮɯÉÜÛɯÕÖÛÏÐÕÎɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÌɯɁÍÐÚÏɯÉÖÞÓɂɯ

picture windows that were to be 

found in the L -1011!  There were two 

ÖÉÚÌÙÝÌÙɀÚȮɯÖÙɯɁÑÜÔ×ɂɯÚÌÈÛÚȮɯÐÕɯÛÈÕËÌÔɯ

ÉÌÏÐÕËɯÛÏÌɯÊÈ×ÛÈÐÕɀÚɯÊÏÈÐÙɯÈÕËɯÉÌÏÐÕËɯ

the jump seats, a crew rest bunk with 

ÊÜÙÛÈÐÕȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÏÖÚÛÌÚÚÌÚɯȹÓÈÛÌÙɯɁÍÓÐÎÏÛɯ

ÈÛÛÌÕËÈÕÛÚɂȺɯ ÏÈËɯ ÚÌÈÛÚɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ÞÌÙÌɯ

blocked and curtained in the passen-

ger cabin for their crew rest. 

#ÖÕɀÛɯ ÛÌÓÓɯ ÈÕàÖÕÌȮɯ ÉÜÛɯ ÓÐÒÌɯ ÚÖɯ

many big airplanes, taxiing it on the 

ground was almost as much fun as 

ÍÓàÐÕÎɯÐÛȭɯɯ2ÐÕÊÌɯÛÏÌɯ×ÐÓÖÛɀÚɯÚÌÈÛÚɯÞÌÙÌɯ

ÈÉÖÜÛɯƗƔɀɯÈÉÖÝÌɯÈÕËɯƗƔɀɯÈÏÌÈËɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

nose gear, you would often be out 

over the grass in a turn in order to 

keep all the wheels on the pavement.  

You could not see any part of the air-

plane from the cockpit, not even the 

wing tips.  If in a tight spot, the F/E 

could climb up and look out the es-

cape hatch and 

if there was 

any doubt ɬ 

ÚÏÜÛɯ ȿÌÙɯ ËÖÞÕɯ

and let a tug 

with wing 

walkers move 

it.  (And, 

maybe get 

àÌÓÓÌËɯÈÛȱȭȺȭ 

None of the 

cockpit win-

dows opened 

but, as just 

mentioned, 

there was a 

ÚÔÈÓÓɯÌÚÊÈ×ÌɯÏÈÛÊÏɯÑÜÚÛɯÈÍÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ%ɤ$ɀÚɯ

station in the top of the fuselage along 

with five inertia reels.  You were sup-

posed to grab one on the way out and 

it was supposed to slow your descent 

down the side of the plane.  Watch 

out for the pitot probes ɬ ouch, ouch, 

ouch (there were three).  I talked with 

only one person who had actually 

practiced this; it was one of the 

ground instructors in the training 

command.  He said he would do it 

again ɬ but only if the airplane was on 
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Jeff Hill, Sr.  is a retired TWA Captain, 

long time EAA member and a former edi-

tor of Galt Traffic. He currently enjoys 

flying his Aeronca L-3 (N48118, Army 

Air Corps Serial Number 236317). Jeff is 

also the Editor of TARPA Topics, the 

newsletter for active and retired TWA 

crew members.  

Continued from page 6.  

A B-747-131 painted in the original TWA fleet paint scheme 

from 1962. Picture courtesy of Diecastaircraftforum.com.  



Galt Traffic Page 8 

By Capt. Arnie Quast  

 

Over the past three years I have 

had the honor of serving my alma 

mater as a group leader of the Embry-

Riddle Aeronautical University Chi-

cago Alumni Chapter.  Our chapter is 

comprised of aviation professionals 

from many facets of the aviation in-

dustry.   

We meet quarterly to promote 

networking and camaraderie among 

our alumni in the Chicago area.  On 

January 20, 2011 we held our first 

gathering at the Mid America Club in 

Chicago.  Our event was sponsored 

by ERAU alumni Lou Seno whom is 

the CEO of Jet Support Services, Inc. 

This gathering was one of the 

most interesting events we have ever 

held.  Our guest speaker was USAF 

Colonel Mark Tillman.  Mark was the 

commander of Air Force One under 

the most recent Bush Administration.  

He is an alumni of Embry -Riddle, and 

had a very impressive career in the 

United States Air Force.  

Colonel Tillman gave us a capti-

vating presentation on what it was 

like to be the commander of Air Force 

One. He shared some very interesting 

stories on a few of his most challeng-

ing missions.  The most interesting 

story he shared was about taking Air 

Force One airborne on the morning of 

September 11, 2001.   

As we learned during the presen-

tation, each Air Force One mission 

requires a huge amount of coordina-

tion and leadership from its entire 

crew.  Every detail of each mission is 

precisely planned to ensure that it 

runs smooth and that the security of 

the President is not remotely compro-

mised.   

On the morning of September 

11th, the crew of Air Force One was 

put through its ultimate test as it took 

the President airborne from his loca-

tion in Florida.  A lot of dynamics 

played out as that morning unfolded, 

and the story told by Colonel Tillman 

kept us on the edge of our seats.   

After his presentation, Tillman 

opened the floor for questions, then 

interacted with everyone in our audi-

ence of about 50 people.  For having 

such a high profile job, he was ex-

tremely approachable, down to earth, 

and friendly to talk with.  I was able 

to invite a few outside guests, and 

among our group that evening was 

some of our folks from EAA 932.  We 

all had a great time meeting and chat-

ting with Colonel Tillman.  

No matter where in the world the 

President travels, if he flies in an Air 

Force jet, the plane is called Air Force 

One. Technically, Air Force One is the 

call sign of any Air Force aircraft car-

rying the President. In practice, how-

ever, Air Force One is used to refer to 

one of two highly customized Boeing 

747-200B series aircraft, which carry 

the tail codes 28000 and 29000. The 

Air Force designation for the aircraft 

is VC-25A. 

Capable of refueling midair, Air 

Force One has unlimited range and 

can carry the President wherever he 

needs to travel. The onboard electron-

ics are hardened to protect against an 

electromagnetic pulse, and Air Force 

One is equipped with advanced se-

cure communications equipment, al-

lowing the aircraft to function as a 

mobile command center in the event 

of an attack on the United States. 

Inside, the President and his 

travel companions enjoy 4,000 square 

feet of floor space on three levels, in-

All Aboard Air Force One 

Pictured above from left to right:  Arnie Quast, Colonel Mark Tillman, Dawn 

Quast, Larry Schubert, Phil Prossnitz, Parth Srinvasa, Chuck Barnett, Leslie 

Schubert, and Mike Krumsee. 

Continued on page 9.  


