THIS GUY'S
THE LIl

DAN JOHNSON

He says that in high school he was a pole-
vaulter because he was the only guy “licensed
to go that high” Dad was a crop duster and
mom took him for his “first flight”, while
three months pregnant. Dan Johnson was
born to fly.
He soloed a single seat glider
at 15, followed by a J-3 solo
the day after his 16th birth-
day, beginning a diverse
and accomplished flying
career. Never mind
that he had to take
the bus to his first
check ride, having
flunked his driving
test just the day
before. By the time
he was 20 he had a
commercial rating and
has since amassed over
25,000 hours in virtually
every imaginable aircraft. Dan
joined American Airlines in 1979
and has logged over 10,000
hours in the left seat of MD-807s.
When Dan started flying for
his dad’s crop dusting business,
he flew the wings off Pawnees
and Ag Trucks. Flying in the very
early morning calm and in the
evening dusk, with lots of hard
work in between, crop dusters
enjoy a special combination of
beauty and risk. For example,
ask Dan about his “electrifying
high wire act” during the summer
he dusted crops. In the winter he
flew airfreight, including a stint
flying DC-3’s between Miami and
Key West.
If it flies, Dan’s done it. Gliders,
J-3’s, Aztec’s, Metro Liners, DC-3’s,

MD-80’s, virtually every Cessna with a pro-
peller as well as Cessna’s that burn Jet A.
You name it. He has parachuted, built and
flown model aircraft, been a glider instructor,
a flight instructor, a corporate pilot, an air
freight pilot, a commuter pilot and an airline
pilot. Whew. He is also a published
author. Several of his articles have
appeared in aviation magazines.

Dan owns and flies a Lake

Amphibian and now flies

aerobatics in his impeccably

crafted (by Galt’s own Bob

Hart) Pitts Special

S1-C. In his first

outing in an IAC

competition, Dan

made an impressive third

place showing. Nancy Cole

met Dan Johnson, appropri-

ately, in Oshkosh, Wisconsin

while both were students at UW. The
couple married in 1971 and today

reside in Wonder Lake. They have

two grown daughters, Jana and Stacie.
There is little doubt that Nancy Johnson

is proud of her husband. We’re also
proud to have a man of Dan Johnson’s
caliber as a part of the One Zero

Charlie family at Galt Airport.
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