THIS GUY'S
THELI

BILL MILES

Bill was born in Pleasant Plains, Illinois and
raised there on the family farm. Bill lost his
immunity to the “flying virus” early in life.
At the age of 6, he was given his first plane

ride in a Stearman flown by a “barn-

stormer”. Bill’s parents, Howard and Mary
bought a 1946 Cub around the time Bill was

12. His dad built an airstrip at the farm
and learned to fly right there. Even
watching his father’s flight instruc-

tor crash their plane into the

power lines at the end of the

airstrip did nothing to curb

Bill’s enthusiasm for flying

(the pilot and

plane were both

0.K).

Bill’s dad
bought a nearly
new Aeronca 11-

CC “Super Chief”

for $1,200.00

(which even

included a spare prop!). Because Bill
flew with his dad so often, he was able
to solo at 16 and earn his private pilots
license at 17.

Bill attended college at Western
Mlinois University and worked at the
Macomb Airport. When he wasn’t
piloting the airport’s Ford tractor or
mower, he worked on becoming
proficient in a Taylorcraft, Cessna
120 and a Cessna 175. While attend-
ing WIU, Bill met Judy Ream. He
tried to sweep her off her feet using
all his pilot skills. Luckily, it worked
and they were married soon after
graduation. Bill and Judy raised six
girls and one boy. Although the girls
were never infected with the “flying
virus”, their son Andy is now a
Lieutenant Commander in the U.S.
Navy. He pilots a Seahawk SH-60
Helicopter.

In 1970 Bill and two friends bought
a “Basket Case” 1941 Cub, which they
restored. Although his friends are no
longer with us, he always flies the plane
with fond memories of them.
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Before starting his own company designing
barcode data collection systems, Bill spent 15
years in the electronic engineering field and
five years in computer sales. The company grew
to employ over 20 people. After twenty years
Bill found it was time to retire and turn the
company over to “younger blood”

(Bill’s way of dealing with the

problem of work getting in

the way of his flying!).

The Miles’ spend their

summers in Door

County. Bill’s activities

while there include

working part-time

at the Efraim-

Gibraltar Airport,

where he is

back to mowing

grass and

pumping gas.

Bill and Judy

moved to

Woodstock in 2001

and now hangar both

their J-3 Cub, N38259 and

Cessna 172, N79209 at Galt.

(Note Bill’s barcode number)

Bill feels “The friendships

we have at Galt are truly a

blessing”. Everyone at One

Zero Charlie feels the same

about our friend Bill Miles.
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